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Filed for intro on  04/03/2002

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 791
By  Montgomery

A RESOLUTION to congratulate Coach Gene Huskey and the
Sevier County High School Girls' "Bearette"
Basketball team on winning the 2002 Division 1,
Class AAA Championship.

WHEREAS, the Tennessee General Assembly is pleased to specially honor and

commend those gifted student-athletes, who through dedication, commitment and hard work,

bring honor to their schools and to the State of Tennessee, and serve as outstanding role

models for those who follow; and

WHEREAS, the girls basketball team at Sevier County High school is comprised of such

exemplary athletes who completed a stellar 34-4 season to emerge as the Division 1, Class

AAA champions for the 2001-2002 season; and

WHEREAS, led by highly regarded Coach Gene Huskey, the Bearettes reached the

pinnacle of high school athletics through a combination of raw talent, diligence, dedication and

hard work; and

WHEREAS, as emphasized by Coach Huskey, championships are won during the off-

season and teams are developed in-season; the team's character, commitment and consistency
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emerged during summer camps and evolved during the season as each girl played unselfishly

and focused upon playing as a team; and

WHEREAS, the team's motto of Faith, Family, Friends and Fun kept its members

centered and on track toward their goal, culminating in a season with only four losses, three of

which came in overtime; their historic March 9, 2002 win made them the first ever Sevier County

High School Girls' State Basketball Champions; and

WHEREAS, the Bearette's historic run began with impressive victories over Greeneville,

Dobyns Bennett and Jefferson County on the way to winning the Jefferson County Tournament

Championship, and the Greene County Ladies Classic, their march to the championship was

slowed only by an early loss to a powerful Hermitage team, a hotly contested double overtime

loss to Oak Ridge in the Green County Ladies Classic, and two close overtime losses to a

stubborn Maryville team; and

WHEREAS, in tournament play, the Bearettes showed their mettle by blasting past

Heritage and Farragut to win the District Championship, decisively downing Powell, Clinton and

Oak Ridge to seize the Region Championship, upending Morristown West to claim the Substate

Championship, and finally emerging as Division 1, Class AAA State Champions with impressive

wins over Bolton, Oakland, and finally, Lawrence County; and

WHEREAS, the tremendously talented Sevier County Bearettes include Seniors Jaimee

Miller, Patricia (PJ) Ellingwood, Brittney Newman, Amber Redding and Erica McCoy; Junior

Brooke Wilhoit; Sophomores Kayla Russell, Whitney Fleming, Tina Broyhill, Melissa Uner, and

Ashleigh Tarwater; and Freshmen Whitney King; and

WHEREAS, Coach Gene Huskey was ably assisted by his staff of Billy Ward and Beth

Etherton; this year's championship burnishes Coach Huskey's distinguished record, including

eleven years at Pigeon Forge Middle School where he compiled 317 wins against only 30

losses for a .913 winning percentage, and eight years at Sevier County High School where his

191 wins and 65 losses have produced a .746 percentage; and
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WHEREAS, Coach Huskey's 500th career win came on February 19, 2002, a milestone

in a career including two state championships at the middle school level, nine Sevier County

Tournament Championships, six East Tennessee Championships and four Bulls Gap

Championships; and

WHEREAS, at Sevier County High his record includes one Greeneville Ladies Classic

Championship, four Jefferson County Thanksgiving Tournament Championships, four District 4,

Class AAA Championships, two Region 2, Class AAA Championships, two State Tournament

appearances and this year's Division 1 Class AAA Championship.  Coach Huskey has been

named Coach of the Year (District 4-AAA) in 1995 and 2001, and was the TACA Assistant

Coach of the East/West All Star Game in 2001; and

WHEREAS, the undeniable talent, sterling character, determination and work ethic of

this group of young women student-athletes not only led them to a championship basketball

season, but also bode well for their future success; and

WHEREAS, this General Assembly finds it appropriate to acknowledge and applaud the

2002 Sevier County High School Girls' "Bearette" basketball team for their success on the court

and for serving as a fine example of the high quality of Tennessee's youth; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE HUNDRED

SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE SENATE

CONCURRING, That we join with the administration, faculty, staff, student body, and fans of

Sevier County High School in celebrating the Bearettes' 2002 Division 1, Class AAA State

Basketball Championship, and honor and commend these talented young women upon their

magnificent achievement.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That we wish them much continued success and

happiness in their future endeavors.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy.
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